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Cinnamon Ornaments
Making Cinnamon Ornaments is a perfect holiday fun activity for 
kids. The ornaments are easy to make and their aroma lasts long 
after the holidays are over.

Ingredients
Makes 12 to 15 ornaments.
3/4 cup applesauce
2 bottles (2.37 oz. each) Ground Cinnamon

Directions
Preheat oven to 200°F. Mix applesauce and cinnamon in small bowl 
until a smooth ball of dough is formed. (You may need use your 
hands to incorporate all of the cinnamon.) Using about 1/4 of the 
dough at a time, roll dough to 1/4-inch to 1/3-inch thickness 
between two sheets of plastic wrap. Peel off top sheet of plastic wrap. 
Cut dough into desired shapes with 2- to 3-inch cookie cutters. 
Make a hole at top of ornament with drinking straw or skewer. 
Place ornaments on baking sheet.

Bake 2 1/2 hours. Cool ornaments on wire rack. (Or, to dry 
ornaments at room temperature, carefully place them on wire rack. 
Let stand 1 to 2 days or until thoroughly dry, turning occasionally.)
Insert ribbon through holes and tie to hang. Decorate with opaque 
paint markers, found in arts and crafts stores, if desired.

Cookie cutters
Drinking straw
Colorful ribbon

10 Tips for Saving Money in 2017
By Sarah Berger • Bankrate.com

When December rolls around, people typically take their pens and paper and start scrawling down a long list of New 
Year’s resolutions. Often, those optimistic goals include “saving money.” While those plans are well-
intended, by February, savings accounts are often stagnant and spending has skyrocketed.

So, how can you really up your savings game this year? Here are the top tips for saving in 2017.
6. ... Then set a budget 
7. Be smarter with shopping
8. Take advantage of apps
9. Consider a flexible spending account.
10. Check your progress... and reward yourself               
      when you reach your goal.

1. Set a Savings Goal
2. Choose a savings account thoughtfully.
3. Make saving automatic.
4. Establish an emergency fund.
5. Monitor your monthly expenses...

To read the entire article go to:  http://www.bankrate.com/finance/savings/tips
Follow us: @Bankrate on Twitter | Bankrate on Facebook



Your Monthly Message from Wayne:

- The U.S. Postal Service delivers 20 billion cards and packages between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve.

- Dreaming of a green Christmas? Household waste increases by 25 percent 
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day. In the United States, trash from 
wrapping paper and shopping bags totals 4 million tons.

- The first candy cane 
dates back to 1670 in 
Germany. According to 
holiday lore, a choirmaster 

distributed sugar sticks bent into the shape of a shepherds’ 
crook to quiet his young singers during Christmas services. 
Today more than 1.76 billion candy canes are made for the 
holidays, enough to stretch from Santa Claus, Indiana, to 
North Pole, Alaska, and back again 32 times.

- Charles Dickens wrote “A Christmas Carol” between 
October and November of 1843. The story was a hit, 
selling 6,000 copies by Christmas Day.

Holiday Fun Facts & Interesting Stuff
Courtsey of Realsimple.com

How do people do it? We have all seen it. A once nice gem of a Corvette, sitting in a driveway, or on a lawn. No cover, and 
no attention given to it. Month by month. Year by year… we drive by, and there it sits. Tires now obviously 
deflated, if it’s in the driveway. The car is sunken up to the rims, if on the lawn. It’s just plain sad. 

Some years back, maybe like 10 years ago, … I even went up to one of these gems. One that wasn’t too far gone, but 
obviously was being neglected. I knocked on the door, and asked what the deal was, and if they wanted to sell the car. The 
answer was, that “it wasn’t for sale”. About a year ago, in “junk” condition by now, it was gone. The four deep ruts, and 
dirt rectangle, were still present in the middle of the lawn.

Whether it’s a nice car, truck (I have seen this happen nearby with a once real nice Jeep), camper, motorcycle, or boat. It’s 
a depressing thing to witness. 

Why do they do it? How do they let something that they once appreciated, and they see every day, erode into a literal 
piece of junk? My guess is that these folks, are greedy, and lazy. Or they are wishful thinkers (someday I’ll get around to 
it), or they have some type of problem or issue going on in their life. If the latter is the case, why not sell it? Or give it to a 
worthwhile charity, or a family member, or friend? Do what’s in the best interest of the vehicle. Be a good steward.

On my travels, back from Florida last month, there were plenty of examples of this along the way. So, as you know, I had 
plenty of time for thinking. All by myself, and a 20-hour ride in the RV. I started thinking about my own life, and my own 
stuff. Am I doing this? I’m thinking badly about some of these people, but what about me? We’ll I do have a wood boat, 
that was custom built in 1954. It’s an east coast lobster boat style 22 foot. A real cool boat. It’s been in storage for like 10 
years now. I pay summer inside storage, and winter inside storage, to my buddy, so he can store it in his barn. I already 
have paid more in storage than the boat will ever be worth. Pretty stupid, I know. I keep 
thinking, that “I’ll get around to finishing it”. Heck, maybe I should have it pulled outside and let it rot? Nope, can’t bring 
myself to do it!

Then I started thinking about my other “stuff”. I have guns I’ve never shot, Christmas decorations, lights, and yard 
ornaments, that I don’t use. Clothes, I haven’t worn in decades, shoes too! Old files, I’ll never look at again, magazines, 
books, puzzles, games too! Un-used carpet, on old transit, a squeezebox, a nice weight set and equipment, and don’t laugh 
now…  a treadmill that I bought years ago, used like 5 times, and paid $2500 for it.  This is a short list of many more 
things, that I’ll probably never use. What a waste!

So, I’m guilty too. I see this with my clients also. Boats, campers, RV’s, 2nd homes, timeshares, etc… that aren’t being used 
like folks thought they would be used. We all have good intentions, and in some instances, the intentions never happen.
This is true in a huge way with some folks, when talking about their money. They saved nicely for retirement over the years. 
They have a good size amount saved. I’ve seen a few types of scenarios over the years. One is… they haven’t managed the 
retirement monies well (as to how its invested). They are invested in “poor/bad”, or “so-so” investments that they haven’t 
addressed in 10 or 15 years. They are using a poor Financial Planner/Advisor. Or they have large amounts sitting in a bank 
earning nothing. Or they have a lot of money in Government Bonds that stopped paying interest years ago. All of which 
are bad, neglecting scenarios.

Or I see people that have saved for retirement, so they can do things and enjoy their retirement, but they do just the 
opposite. They do nothing! No Travel. No nice cars or toys. No large charity contributions. No nice new home or home 
addition. Literally nothing. They are just existing. The money. The investments. The nesteg just sits. Sits, not being used 
like the intentions of the folks thought they would be used. The folks think they “will get around to it”, but it never 
happens. And then… well you know what happens.

So, whether it’s your collector car, boat, camper, 
RV, timeshare, motor cycle, four wheeler, or 
whatever…. If you aren’t going to use and 
enjoy it, sell it, or give it away! (end of
the tax year donation maybe?).

If it’s your retirement nest egg. Please take care of it. And please use and enjoy it. 
After all, that’s why you saved it. You saved it for that rainy day! Well, it’s raining!

Until next month,
Wayne

P.S. This is a good time to prepare for next year. It’s resolution time! Make those vacation 
reservations. Put them in the calendar, and send the deposit. While you’re at it, buy/pay 
your family members tickets for them too, and have them meet you there…. You won’t regret it!

Top Client of the Month

- The largest gingerbread man in the world is a dieter’s 
nightmare, weighing in at a whopping 466 pounds, six ounces. 
The Gingerbread House, in Rochester, Minnesota, baked the 
giant cookie on February 21, 2006.

- An average of 5,800 people end up in the ER after suffering 
injuries from holiday decorating.

The Winner of the August 2016 
“Top Client” Award

is: 
Richard & Rita Bubna

They will receive a $50 Gift Card as a 
“Thank You gift!


